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Dear Parents: 

 

Thank you to everyone who drove yesterday on the field trip.  When a parent 

asked me, “Do I need to pay for this trip?”, I reminded them that the SMART 

Foundation gives each teacher an annual budget.  So, yes, we all have to pay, 

but I don’t ask for small amounts all year, hoping that everyone makes a 

generous donation to Foundation to support all the classes here. 

 

From this generous budget, I make all my field trip plans, purchase classroom 

supplies, and snack.  Please make a donation to keep the tradition of a fully 

supported Willow Creek Kindergarten possible. 

 
The SMART campaign raises money annually to bridge the funding gap. 

Donations also support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, the Librarian and many 

other important programs that directly benefit our kids.  

 

You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by 

cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, please 

consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day Of Giving) 

calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in before then!  

 

 October 27h: 5:30- 7 -- Souper Family Potluck Pumpkin Carve:  

Pumpkin carving party in the MPR. Bring your pumpkins and carving tools.  

 Potluck : We will not have use at all of the kitchen. Bring a crockpot of soup and 

a loaf of bread to share. We will supply cups, bowls, spoons, plates and napkins. 

We’ll need clean up helpers! A Sign up Genius email was sent this week – don’t 

forget to sign up to help! 

 

 

Important Dates: 

      Thursday October 27th                                 K-1 Pumpkin Carving in the MPR,  

                                                                        5:30-7:00 

   Monday October 31                                    K-1 Creepy Carnival :  
                                                                              10:20-11:20 

                                                                          PARADE at 1 pm 

Friday, November 11—Veterans Day            NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, November 16th                          Attitude of Gratitude Feast 

November 21-25                         NO SCHOOL THANKSGIVING BREAK 

http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


October 30th, 10-11:30: Creepy Carnival (which will be all of 1.5 hours 

long), parent help is needed.  Parents are needed to set up, run, and clean up 

after this Creepy Carnival.  A Sign up Genius email was sent this week – don’t 

forget to sign up to help! 

 

But what is the Creepy Carnival?  We combine Kinder and first grades, and we 

have students freely circulate in the back play area, my classroom, the front play 

area and Ms Perez’s classroom.  Parents set up and run between 8 and 10 

activities.  For example: Guess what’s in the cauldron? Decorate your own 

cookie, a bunch of small games, and some quieter games for inside.   

 

Classroom updates: 
Spelling:  Many of the students are accustomed to parents doing the spelling for 

them.  Here in Kinder, we hope to encourage first time writers to s-t-r-e-t-c-h the 

words out and listen to the sounds in words, and then write down the letters that 

make those sounds.   

Because we are a diverse group of learners, I expect that some students will 

need to start here, while others already know spelling rules.  Each child should 

focus on their own spelling abilities and knowledge and always do their own 

personal best work. 

 

Writing: Still working on Lucy Calkins workshop, this week we talked about how 

writers use pictures and words to tell a story.  The words can be labels for the 

pictures (like Richard Scarry), or the words can be on the page below or above 

the picture (more traditional story books). 
 

Math: This week we learned to use a program called Dreambox.  I sent home in 

the GREEN FOLDER a handout about how to access Dreambox, so your student 

can play at home! 
 

Monday, Oct 31st: Yes, it is Halloween.   
Kids wear uniforms to school,  
and bring costumes in brown paper bags, with names written on 
them.  We will put costumes on after lunch, before the parade at 
1.  Please NO scary costumes, nothing bloody, NO weapons (light 
sabers, swords, guns are all not allowed) and NO masks. 
 

Have a great weekend, 
 
 

Mrs. Schmidt    Miss Sage 


